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Ambiguity and Clarity of the U. S. Taiwan Policy

Jie Dalei ..................................................................

This article establishes an analytical framework to better understand
the U. S. Taiwan policy along two dimensions: politico-security and declar-
atory-operational. During the Trump and Biden administration, all four are-
as regarding the Taiwan question: the politico-declaratory policy, the polit-
ico-operational policy, the security-declaratory policy, and the security-op-
erational policy, have undergone some adjustments. Relatively speaking,
the degree of adjustments is greater in the realm of operational policy than
in declaratory policy. In terms of declaratory policy, the Trump administra-
tion has made more provocative moves on the political dimension, while the
Biden administration ( particularly President Biden himself) has pushed the
envelope on the security dimension. There are two major reasons for these
policy adjustments. One is that the U. S. believes that China has more ca-
pability and willingness to use force across the Taiwan Strait, and the other
is that the U. S. strategic thinking about Taiwan has subtly changed to the
extent that the latter is increasingly perceived as a strategic asset. Although
these developments have posed challenges to the cause of reunification, the
most critical factor in determining the prospect of cross-strait relations and

of China’s reunification is China’s own continual development and progress.

between the Republic of the Philippines and the United States
of America

He Weibao  wereeereerrsesennesatemineratereneeeineseeesieesiaeeaiaenns
The United States and the Philippines have long had differences on the
scope of application of the Mutual Defense Treaty between the two coun-
tries. Prior to the Trump administration, in order to achieve its overall for-
eign policy goals, the United States deliberately remained vague on whether
the treaty applied to the South China Sea region, as it did not explicitly de-
clare that the treaty applied to the South China Sea region, and refused to
include the disputed islands and reefs in the South China Sea claimed by
the Philippines in the scope of the treaty. Under Trump, with major chan-
ges in the U.S. government’s China strategy and South China Sea policy,
the administration not only clearly announced that the Mutual Defense Trea-
ty is applicable to the South China Sea region, but also tried indirectly to
include China’s two islands, Mischief Reef and Second Thomas Shoal, into
the scope of the Mutual Defense Treaty. The Biden administration inherited
this policy adjustment of the Trump administration. The adjustment of U.
S. policy on the scope of the Mutual Defense Treaty has seriously damaged

China’s interests and threatened peace and stability in the South China Sea.

Reanalysis of the Scope of Application of the Mutual Defense Treaty



