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Predicaments and Prospects of the National Reconciliation of Afghani-

stan

QIAN Xuemei

Abstract. This article starts from dividing Afghanistan’s four decades of war and
peacebuilding efforts into internal and external dimensions, and briefly explo-
ring their basic traits. Then it probes into the disputes in the last quarter of
2020 over the procedural principles between Taliban and Kabul delegates. The
following part deals with the structural obstacles hindering the reconciliation in
the mid-and long term. In the final part, it discusses the preconditions for suc-
cessful national reconciliation of Afghanistan. It has four main findings. First-
ly, the wars between Afghanistan and the foreign countries since 1979 were en-
ded with peace treaties whereas its civil wars were never closed by effective re-
conciliation and hence prolonged to the present. The key to the former was that
the belligerent foreign powers, i. e. the Soviet Union and the United States,
gave up their will to war. Yet the crux of the latter is endless power struggle a-
mong the warring parties. Secondly, the primary obstacle in the current peace
talks is that the Taliban insists on fighting while talking, and seeks to maximize
its interests. And the “procedural principle” disputes in Doha last year has un-
covered the substantial differences between the two sides on state nature and
government system. Thirdly, peace efforts in Afghanistan so far have been
hampered by many barriers, among which the structural ones include the huge
trust deficit between the Taliban and Ghani government, the disunity of both
entities, the intervention of foreign powers, and the political ecology that is
conducive to war more than to peace, etc. As a result, the ongoing intra-Af-
ghan talks are fragile and reversible. Fourthly, for the war-torn country to a-
chieve peace, at least four prerequisites are to be satisfied: honest will for peace
and spirit of compromise of all parties, inclusive reconciliation, national eco-
nomic development, and proactive and constructive support from international
society.

Key words: Afghanistan, national reconciliation, Taliban, civil war, peace-

building, US-Taliban Peace Agreement 2020



