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and the ruling party, Chama cha Mapinduzi (CCM), employed
rhetorical strategies to emphasize religious beliefs and alternative
therapies over expert advice, and used executive power to
systematically suppress expert authority. This resulted in the
successful implementation of an epidemic prevention policy that
prioritized economic performance and guaranteed the basic
livelihood of the population during the epidemic. Consequently, a
majority of voters supported Magufuli’s re-election. The death of
President Magufuli in 2021 and the subsequent controversy
surrounding the cause of his death weakened the direct persuasive
effect of the party’s rhetoric. However, the indirect persuasive
path based on governance performance was more influential, as
the majority of the population continued to support the CCM
regime and its epidemic management policy despite the rhetorical
controversy. The concepts of authority competition and rhetorical
capacity contribute to the understanding of public health
governance and party politics processes in developing countries.

On the Systems Theory of National Security

Qi Haotian B T G D)
This paper explores the possible directions of theory construction
in National Security Studies. It incorporates the perspectives of
complexity theory and systems theory and discusses how to realize
multi-dimensional, multi-scale, and integrated interpretation and
grasp of the totality of national security and the security field. It
highlights the theoretical basis of understanding and implementing
the concept of the Holistic Approach to National Security from the
ontological, epistemological, and methodological angles. This
paper argues that the foundation and conditions are ripe for the
study of national security theory to evolve from the state of

“conscious exploration,” and from

“spontaneous exploration” to
“fragmented” development to “systemic” development. Advancing
the systemic theoretical exploration of the national security
discipline also has the possibility of benchmarking, referencing,
and learning from research based on cross-disciplinary approaches.
Understanding national security from the perspective of complex
adaptive systems can help achieve a dynamic balance between
partial and overall security on the basis of fully recognizing the
characteristics of different fields, refining the ways they are
related, and avoiding the two extremes of the absence of necessary
intervention and the pursuit of absolute security. Necessary
intervention is a prerequisite for reducing the risk of disorder in
the security environment in an open system, and is the basis for



correcting the damage to the totality of national security caused by
mechanicalism and reductionism. Emphasizing the balance
between efficiency and adaptability and avoiding the absolutism of
control and security is an approach for coordinating national
security and strengthening overall resilience.

Ideological Competition between China and the United
States in the Digital Age

Qiu J|ng teseescssesenne ceeeeeeenes (90)
In the digital age, the ideological differences between China and
the United States are more obvious, and the spillover effect of
practicing values are more prominent. This is reflected especially
in areas such as cyberspace sovereignty and cyberspace
liberalization, online content management and online freedom of
speech, data security management and free flow of data, public
digital management and individual rights protection, and digital
development rights and digital citizenship rights. This form of
ideology competition also includes many other aspects, such as
strengthening the construction and promotion of domestic
systems, blaming the other party’s ideology and development
models, taking measures to curb the other party’s technological
development in the name of ideology., forming international
technology alliances, and influencing the formulation of
international rules. The competition of ideology between China
and the United States not only has its ideological roots in human
rights protection, but also has profound political and economic
roots. The United States has a heightened sense of political
security crisis—China’s rapidly rising digital competitiveness is
threatening the U. S.’s international leadership. China’s use of
digital technologies provides an alternative technology model,
which make the U.S. continue to provoke competition in ideology.
The ideological competition provides the United States with a
“ legitimate ” basis for acquiring moral power, violating
international rules, and taking measures to contain China. It has
become an important part of the game of great powers and will
have profound adverse effects in many areas. Such effects include
but are not limited to the decline of global governance,
technological protectionism, establishment of national blocs,
increased possibility of decoupling between major powers, high
geopolitical risks, and slow global economic recovery.



