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Area Studies

3 Construction of China’s Area Studies: Path Design and Goal Orienta—
tion
Abstract: The relationship between China and world has become increasingly insepa—
rable and closely interconnected. New era of “China Going Global 3.0” has come.
The fundamental conditions of China’s rise have undergone tremendous changes. It is
crucial to recognize that the power struggle in global politics unipolar hegemony and
the Western—centric public opinion have not transformed. China’s area studies must
timely accurately and profoundly respond to the changing international environment
and the strategic interests providing knowledge support strategic backing and inter—
est services for China’s globalization influencing the world and transforming the world
in the 21st century. Area studies combine multiple disciplines with international rela—
tions as the representative social science providing support and framework. The experi—
ences of area studies in the UK and the US have constructive enlightenments. Howev—
er due to the strong Western-eentric China’s area studies need to break through the
limitations of Western theories and international experiences. Based on the construc—
tion of an independent knowledge system discourse system and disciplinary system
it should incorporate Chinese goals interests and concepts to create an area studies
discipline that not only possesses an independent knowledge system but also serves the
major strategic needs of the country.
Keywords: area studies disciplinary construction talent cultivation mechanism in—
novation
Authors: Zhu Feng Professor Executive dean of School of International Studies Ex—
ecutive director of the Collaborative Innovation Center of South China Sea Studies
Nanjing University; Yang Zhengyi Assistant Fellow Collaborative Innovation Center
of South China Sea Studies Nanjing University.
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